SUPERGUIDE / NAS DEVICES

Easy network
storage
streaming

More than just centralised storage, today’s network-attached

Geck h

it's not 50 much the network

or even the hard drives et

limit data transter Spards in

NAS howes — it's the CPUs

used incida them. The faster
NAS devicas always have faster
Pils imsade; typically, 1TGHz o
faster Marvell or Intel embadded
processars. Remember, NAS
davices are basicalty small
fied-application computers
and a= always, the faster tha
{:Pt), the battar the performanca.
Soil you find a NAS box we
haven't reviewed hore, check
the CPL spesd —it'll tell you

£

storage devices are also full-featured media, backup and 2 oo deal about the Aevice's
web servers for your home/small office network. Dominik data franster performance

Krupinski tests 14 of the latest NAS boxes.
hpxes nuw offer simple plug and-play media serving for [uss free

The market fur home media devices has exploded over rhe last co uple
movie and music shares across home networks, while cumpatibiliry

of years, with media streamers like the WD TV Live hecoming thick on

the ground, increasingly allu rdable while packing more features and
heeaming casier o NSe. Alongside that boom, network statagy (e,
where vour media 15 probably going 10 streamn froum) has seen some
prery major developments, N prwork-attached storage (NAS) devices
are no longer necessarily chunky and difficull lo use, good for only
centralised storage and backup solurlons — cven the cheapesl NAS

_SINGLE-

QNAP has tendud (o play to the
office rather thio tie home user
ket with 118 NAS offerings,
dermonstrared by fairly industrial
gesthetics, high prices and
granular setup oplions. Tha
Nipside is a ton of high-end
features and perfurmanca i
match. Tn some ways, the
T5-119P+ conlinues that
traditian with a clunky metal
construction wid all the featunes
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The D5111 is really aimed mure
at professional users than regular
[nes lnoking Lo share a couple of
filas. That means it covers pretty
muich zll of the NAS checkbuses
(wirh the obvious exception of
redundant storage), including
weh server functionality, while
hoasting seriously fast write
apeids, thanks to a 1.6GHz CPTI
— transfers were as much as
four times foster than cheaper
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mosr users could want Home
nsers will appreciate DLNA aod
{Tunes mudia serving, ample
backup options and a MrTorrent
client/downloud manager, while
professionals will tick oft the
blazing translor speads, prinl.
FTP and web server functivnality,
18051 connectiviry and additional
TISB/eSALA porrs. Where this
NAS breahs from the past is In
the work that's clearly becn done

home-oricited MAS boxes,
Pt still u little slower thi

the T5-119F . Where it differs
from QNAP's offering is luigely
in aesthetics —rhe DSLLLIS
definitely pretrier, with a chirpy
white enclosure, hut al the
same Lime isn't quite as solid,
wilh plastic taking the place of
(NAP's nigged melal housing.
Svnolegy’s software is ulso
excellent  well-featured, yet

with buckup salutions like Apples Time Machine is prelly much a
given. At the same time, higher-end NAS units with
teatures like weh server functionality and

video surveillance support
are becoming ever fasler
and cheaper.

tn its bruwser interface, which
1= &till gy [ull- fearured as vver, but
15 now [ast, slick and inluitive
enotigh for ven regiilar humans
to use It still not cheap (with
na drive included, remember (o
factor thal in), but dernanding
users will get whar they pay for.
PC User says: This NAS box
is a blazing fast, feature-
packed and capable small-
scale home sarver.

easy lu use, Having
said (hat, unless
you'e frequently
muving a lot of files
arouid and need the
speed this one offers,
it's probahly overkill
[tar minst MSETS.
PC User says:
Serlously fast
and well-
featured.




